[image: ]          Message Outline
   When In Rome: Christian Ethics/Practices/Living—Part 3
            Romans 12-15

Intro: What we believe (Rom.1-11) and how it gets lived out (Rom.12-15)…
· Last week, faith and politics (Rom.13)…

Read: Romans 13:8-15:13
13:8—Financial advice cloaked in love language…
· Be cautious with debt…if you don’t have it, don’t spend it (cf. Prov.22:7b)…
v.9-10—Loving and not harming…
· Wesley’s 3 Simple Rules: 
	1) ___________________________
	2) ___________________________
	3) ___________________________
v.11-14—Living in light of Jesus returning…
· Dark deeds to avoid (v.13)…
· New “clothing” for Christians (cf. v.14, Col.2:12-14, 1Thess.5:4-8, Eph.6:10-17).
14:1—What are “disputable matters”…
· Not all matters are “disputable”…some God already speaks clearly to!
· Issues in Rome: special diets and special days.
v.1-6—The motive and the movement…
v.7-14—“unclean” language and Leviticus…
· “unclean” different than “sinful”.
v.15-23—Principles for dealing with the “disputable matters”…
	1) __________________________v.10-13
	       -Live ready for Jesus’ return…
   	       -God judges, not us…
	       -Our judgments based on God’s 			ruling (cf. Jn.7:24)…
	2) ___________________________v.15, 7
	        -Caring more for people than your 			own pleasure…
	3) _____________________________v.19
	        -Being a people of peace…
	        -Living to edify others…
15:1-3—We live this way because Jesus lived this 	way…
v.4-13—Be hopeful and Holy Spirit empowered…
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[image: ][image: Image result for home clipart]		  Small Group
Reflection Questions
(Please take time to ponder and pencil in 
to prep for this week’s small group session.)

*Weekly Review: How’s the week going so far?  What’s been your high/low this week?




*We are nearing the end of our fall sermon series on Romans.  What is one thing that’s spoken to you thru this series? Why?




*List some specific ways God has revealed how much He cares for you (ie. thru a specific event, song, Scripture, person, etc.).  Did any of these expressions of care come at particularly hard times for you?




Read: Matthew 23
*What words of warning do you take from these woes?  Which woe do you feel hits a little too close to home?





Read: 1 Samuel 12
*David’s son, despite his prayers (v.16) died.  When is a time you prayed passionately about something but never got the “right” results?
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