[image: ]          Message Outline
   When In Rome: Christian Ethics/Practices/Living—Part 2
            Romans 12-15

Intro: Orthodoxy (Rom.1-11) leads to orthopraxy (Rom.12-15)…
Read: Romans 12-13
12:1-2—Intros the Christian ethic…
v.3-8—Humility and church service…
v.9-10—Love as sincere, good, devoted, and 	respectful…
v.11—Christian passion/enthusiasm…
v.12—Actions in hope, affliction, and always…
v.13—Christians and sharing…
v.14-21—Living as a blessing (v.14, 20-21).
· Trying to live in peace (v.16, 18)…
· Leaving room for God’s judgment (v.19)…
13:1-7—Christianity and politics…
· Jesus’ ethic: Giving to Caesar and giving to God (Mt.22:15-22)…
· Role of Government in Romans 13…
	a) _____________________________
	     -God invented government (v.1, cf. 			Gen.1:27-28)…
  ***IMPORTANT NOTE: _______________
	     -When governments play God, obey 			the real God (Acts 5:29, 			Ex.1:17, Dan.1-7)!!!
	b) ___________________________v.4
	      -“God’s servants” for human 			flourishing and punish 				wrongdoing (v.4)…
	      -Protecting citizens, providing 			services, law and order, etc.
	c) _________________________v.3,7
	     -Submitting to authority (v.1, 			1Pet.2:13-17)…
	    -Doing right (remember “right” as 			defined 	by God!) v.3…
          	    -Taxes and respect (v.7)…
v.8—Finance ethic…
v.9-10—Continued call to love…
v.11-14—Jesus’ returning and what this means for 	our doings… 
· World’s ways (v.13) contrasted to Christ…
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Reflection Questions
(Please take time to ponder and pencil in 
to prep for this week’s small group session.)

*Weekly Review: How’s the week going so far?  What’s been your high/low this week?



*Watch: Ep.2 “Confessions” (75min...watch second half of episode…Philippi trip ending). 
What most caught your attention watching this episode?






*When is a time you’ve had to ask forgiveness to someone?  What was that like?  Was there ever a moment you felt forgiveness “finalized” like Matthew and Peter experienced?





*Matthew tells Gaius that Jesus simplifies life’s fears and worries when we follow Him.  Have you found this to be true in your experience of Jesus?  Explain.





*Jesus’ said to Matthew about Peter being the “rock”: “I make people what they aren’t.”  What do you think He meant by that? 
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